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In a straightforward and understandable style, without distortion or oversimplification, Steven L.

McKenzie and John KaltnerÃ‚Â introduce readers toÃ‚Â the content of the Old Testament and to

critical methods developed to read it.Ã‚Â Utilizing the finest modern scholarship, the

authorsÃ‚Â detail the role of editors in shaping the Old Testament, examine theÃ‚Â historical and

literary contexts in which it grew, andÃ‚Â discussÃ‚Â importantÃ‚Â interpretive issuesÃ‚Â in each

book.Ã‚Â Each chapter introduces the biblical book at hand through the lenses of content, growth,

context, and interpretation, and the text moves through the Bible in the order of the Jewish

canonicalÃ‚Â units, Torah, Former Prophets, Latter Prophets, and Writings.
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''McKenzie and Kaltner's text gives an excellent introduction to the geographical, historical, and

cultural contexts of the Old Testament while presenting up-to-date information about its

composition. It is a must for instructors who are looking for a well-written and researched text that

provides their students with an accessible entrÃƒÂ©e into the world of critical biblical

studies.''--Linda S. Schearing, Professor of Hebrew Scriptures, Gonzaga University''This

introduction to the Old Testament stands out from similar efforts because, along with a focus on

content, growth, and context, it pays serious attention to matters of interpretation. Always

understandable, but never oversimplified, this will be a perfect textbook for college and seminary



students.''--Richard D. Nelson, Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University --Wipf

and Stock Publishers --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

Steven L. McKenzie is Professor of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament atÃ‚Â Rhodes College in

Memphis, Tennessee.John Kaltner is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Rhodes College

in Memphis, Tennessee.

Interesting read. I like it's structure, but can't be a little boring. My copy was used and highlighted,

easier to compare others views.

This is a very interesting, scholarly treatment, but very accessible for a layman or beginning student.

Don't skip the long introduction, which answered many questions for me. It's written from the

Christian point-of-view, but not at all doctrinaire. If you are looking for religious interpretation, this is

not the book. This historical and cultural context.
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